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The Laws of the King of Babylon
Written on a stone about dght feet high are the lawss of King Hammurabi,, King
of Babylon, 4000 years ago. They are engraved in 3814 lines ichich have been
translated for us % Mr C. H, W, Johns. It is one of the remarkable documents of
human history, and these are some of its decrees.
TF a man weave a spell upon a man and has not justified himself, he
X shall be put to death.
If a man has uttered threats against witnesses in a capita! suit,
that man shall be put to death ; if he has offered money to witnesses
he shall himself bear the sentence.
If a judge has judged a judgment and afterwards altered it, he
shall be expelled from his judgment seat.
If a man has carried on brigandage he shall be put to death ; if
the brigand has not been caught the city and governor in whose land
the brigandage took place shall render back what was lost.
If a man's house is on fire and a man coming to extinguish it
should take the property of the owner, that man shall be thrown into
that fire.
If a constable on an errand of the king goes not or sends one in
place of himself, he shall be put to death.
If one should leave his field or his garden or his house to waste,
and they should be taken by another for three years, they shall not be
given back to him who returns.
If a man has taken a field to cultivate and has not caused the corn
to grow, he shall be put to account and compelled to give corn like
its neighbour.
if a man has neglected to strengthen his bank of the canal and
the waters have carried away the meadow, the man who neglected
the bank shall render back the corn which is lost.
If a man has lost nothing but says he lias lost something, lie shall
be compelled to give whatever he has claimed,
If a woman hates her husband and says &t Thou shalt not possess
me " the matter shall be enquired into, and if she has been economical
and has no vice she shall take her marriage portion and go to her
father's house. If she has not been economical and has wasted
her house, has gone about, and belittled her husband^ she shall
be drowned.
If a man should strike Ms father, his hands shall be cut off ; if he
causes the loss of a gentleman's eye, he himself shall lose an eye. If he
shatters a gentleman's limb, he himself shall lose a limb ; if he shatters
a poor man's limb, he shall pay a mina of silver. If a man makes the